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Vision Statement

Major U.S. cities face unique challenges in transportation. Cities are the centers of metropolitan areas, where over 80 percent of the U.S. population lives and works today. Over two-thirds of the nation's GDP is generated in the largest 100 metropolitan areas alone. The transportation issues in the largest cities are at a scale that calls for different solutions – new technologies, new thinking on how to move people and freight, and planning for major events. Cities are also vital to reducing greenhouse gas emissions from transportation. Most large central cities are energy efficient by design, and local governments across the U.S. are working to make our communities more sustainable and energy efficient. This committee will bring together practitioners and researchers, and provide a forum for exchange on these unique challenges and opportunities.
Three-Year Committee Goals
1. Sponsor a conference on large city transportation issues in 2011
This conference will provide a venue for city transportation officials to gather and discuss cutting-edge practices in the field. 

First-stage work:

· Form a subcommittee to prepare the full proposal for submission to TRB

· Identify themes and paper calls for the conference

· Determine whether TRB will participate as a sponsor or co-sponsor

· Work with other potential sponsors (private, public) to create a funding plan

Second-stage work:

· Identify session organizers

· Issue a call for papers with appropriate lead time before the conference

· Review papers and other submissions

· Identify logistics support system

· Solicit participation across U.S.

Conference work:
· Host a reception for the committee at the conference

· Collect conference proceedings for publication on the internet
2. Grow the body of research on large city transportation issues

Continue to identify and foster large city transportation research through the TRB papers, publications, and conferences. 

a) Issue a call for papers for the annual TRB conference each year in May/June for the following year. Enhance awareness of the paper calls through targeted outreach via committee members.

Proposed topics:

· Research on the use of economic recovery funds for large U.S. cities transportation projects
· Modeling - How do transportation models accurately and adequately show traffic flow and emissions in large cities, especially for non-motorized local trips?
· Safety and community health – environmental justice, quality of life, and traffic safety in large cities

· Climate change and city transportation systems

· Use of public space in the right-of-way

· Freight in large U.S. cities

b) Develop research needs statements and promote the conduct of research at government, university and non-governmental research centers.

c) Continue to review papers submitted to TRB and publish them as appropriate through the TRB process.

3. Enhance the Committee's Visibility in the Research Community through Online Presence

Improve the website for the committee to make it more accessible, posting past papers, research calls, and future activities.

To implement:

· Appoint a subcommittee chair to oversee the website development

· Solicit sponsorship for the website development if necessary

· Encourage participation with website through blogging interface

· Solicit comments from committee membership as the website is updated

· Publicize the website through TRB newsletters, Planetizen, and other venues.

Improve connections and collaboration with other committees.
To implement:

· Identify targeted committees for collaboration

· Assign committee liaison work to members at each annual meeting

· Continue to promote co-sponsorship of sessions at annual meetings

